
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD LETTERS. 
Here are introduced a few out of a very large number of interesting letters, designed for other 
parts of the book as occasion may require. All letters will be given precisely as they were written 
by their respective authors, so that there may be no apparent room for charging the writer with 
partial colorings in any instance. Indeed, the originals, however ungrammatically written or 
erroneously spelt, in their native simplicity possess such beauty and force as corrections and 
additions could not possibly enhance— 

LETTER FROM MISS G.A. LEWIS (U.G.R.R. DEPOT). 

KIMBERTON, October 28th, 1855. 

ESTEEMED FRIEND;—This evening a company of eleven friends reached here, having left 
their homes on the night of the 26th inst. They came into Wilmington, about ten o'clock on the 
morning of the 27th, and left there, in the town, their two carriages, drawn by two horses. They 
went to Thomas Garrett's by open day-light and from thence were sent hastily onward for fear of 
pursuit. They reached Longwood meeting-house in the evening, at which place a Fair Circle had 
convened, and stayed a while in the meeting, then, after remaining all night with one of the 
Kennet friends, they were brought to Downingtown early in the morning, and from thence, by 
daylight, to within a short distance of this place. 

They come from New Chestertown, within five miles of the place from which the nine lately 
forwarded came, and left behind them a colored woman who knew of their intended flight and of 
their intention of passing through Wilmington and leaving their horses and carriages there. 

I have been thus particular in my statement, because the case seems to us one of unusual 
danger. We have separated the company for the present, sending a mother and five children, 
two of them quite small, in one direction, and a husband and wife and three lads in another, until 
I could write to you and get advice if you have any to give, as to the best method of forwarding 
them, and assistance pecuniarily, in getting them to Canada. The mother and children we have 
sent off of the usual route, and to a place where I do not think they can remain many days. 

We shall await hearing from you. H. Kimber will be in the city on third day, the 30th, and any 
thing left at 408 Green Street directed to his care, will meet with prompt attention. 

Please give me again the direction of Hiram Wilson and the friend in Elmira, Mr. Jones, I think. If 
you have heard from any of the nine since their safe arrival, please let us know when you write. 

Very Respectfully, 

G.A. LEWIS. 



2d day morning, 29th.—The person who took the husband and wife and three lads to E.F. 
Pennypecker, and Peart, has returned and reports that L. Peart sent three on to Norristown. We 
fear that there they will fall into the hands of an ignorant colored man Daniel Ross, and that he 
may not understand the necessity of caution. Will you please write to some careful person 
there? The woman and children detained in this neighborhood are a very helpless set. Our plan 
was to assist them as much as possible, and when we get things into the proper train for 
sending them on, to get the assistance of the husband and wife, who have no children, but are 
uncle and aunt to the woman with five, in taking with them one of the younger children, leaving 
fewer for the mother. Of the lads, or young men, there is also one whom we thought capable of 
accompanying one of the older girls—one to whom he is paying attention, they told us. Would it 
not be the best way to get those in Norristown under your own care? It seems to me their being 
sent on could then be better arranged. This, however, is only a suggestion, 

Hastily yours, 

G.A. LEWIS. 

LETTER FROM THOMAS GARRETT (U.G.R.R. DEPOT). 

WILMINGTON, 3mo. 23d, 1856. 

DEAR FRIEND, WILLIAM STILL:—Since I wrote thee this morning informing thee of the safe 
arrival of the Eight from Norfolk, Harry Craige has informed me, that he has a man from 
Delaware that he proposes to take along, who arrived since noon. He will take the man, woman 
and two children from here with him, and the four men will get in at Marcus Hook. Thee may 
take Harry Craige by the hand as a brother, true to the cause; he is one of our most efficient 
aids on the Rail Road, and worthy of full confidence. May they all be favored to get on safe. The 
woman and three children are no common stock. I assure thee finer specimens of humanity are 
seldom met with. I hope herself and children may be enabled to find her husband, who has 
been absent some years, and the rest of their days be happy together. 

I am, as ever, thy friend, 

THOS. GARRETT. 
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